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Project Overview 
• Purpose: develop a clear, comprehensive, internationally 
relevant conceptual framework of harmful gambling that 
addresses a broad set of factors related to population risk and 
resilience beyond the symptoms-based view that affects 
individuals 
• Previous models inform the work 
• As the project sponsor, OPGRC is collaborating with an expert 
panel to facilitate the development of a conceptual framework 
of harmful gambling that captures the broad set of factors 
related to harmful gambling 
• The framework is outlined in a publication, jointly authored by 
the expert panel members, and presented at the OPGRC 
website 
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Framework Development Process 
• The framework is being developed through a number of 
facilitated working sessions 
 
• The first meeting of the group was in September 2011 to 
develop a preliminary framework and project plan 
 
• Informed by stakeholder feedback 
 
• Since then, the OPGRC has collaborated on the framework and 
publication with the expert panel via teleconferences, an 




The framework is expected to facilitate three key outcomes with the 
first iteration of the publication focusing on capturing the state of 
knowledge and subsequent iterations focusing on the other outcomes: 
1. To reflect, at a given point in time, the state of knowledge (across 
disciplines and existing models) as it relates to factors impacting 
harmful gambling and the relationships among those factors 
 
2. To assist service providers, policy makers, regulators, and the public to 
better understand the complex dynamics involved in harmful gambling  
 
3. To act as a strategic map that can guide the development of future 
research programs and identify areas where future research is most 
needed 
Organizing Principal 
• Gambling harm 
o Repetitive wagering something of value 
o Recurring negative consequences 
• Broader perspective of associated problems and 
consequences 
o Financial, physical, addictions, mental health 
o Individual, family, society 
• Degree of harm ranges 

































Coping Styles ? 
www.opgrc.org 
Publication in PDF-format 
Abbott, Max, Per Binde, David Hodgins, David Korn, Alexius Pereira, Rachel Volberg & Robert 
Williams (2013). Conceptual Framework of Harmful Gambling: An International Collaboration. 








• Relevance to public health & addictions 
o PG framed as public health concern 
o Decades behind addictions 
• Embraces harm reduction 
o Beyond abstinence to empowerment 
• Consideration of non-harmful gambling 
o Recreational; may or may not impact well-being 
• Promotes strategic research 
o Identify gaps 
Next steps 
• Document sharing 
o Distribution of written document April 2013 
o OPGRC website launch April 2013 
o Interactive web link to synopses May 2013 
• Document updating 
o “Living document” 
o Yearly expert panel discussions 
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